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“At the end of ... 
the day, I want 

you to say that 

| [helped you do 

| your job better,’ 

| James P. (Jamie) 

| Fox told more 


| at a Headquarters 
| The 13th NJDOT 


Commissioner ~ 
addressed the ~~~ 


Fox 


McGreevey appointed him in February.” 
Fox brings 20 years of state and 


job. Most recently head of Winning 
Strategies, a public affairs consulting firm 


one of the 50 most influential people on 
Capitol Hill. | 
He eau served as Executive ~ 


Florio and State 


Senator Frank 
Lautenberg, a 
leading advocate weasels 
Lettiere 
Raised in Union, Fox holds a 
bachelor’s degree from Villanova 
University. He lives in Lambertville. 


- John F. (Jack) Lettiere, 
_ Deputy Commissioner 


Commissioner Fox has selected 27 
year NJDOT veteran Jack Lettiere as 


~his Deputy Commissioner, Lettiere served 
as Assistant Commissioner for Capital ~~~ 


Investment and Coordination for the last 
three years. 
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The Holland Tunnel entrance in Jersey City is closed as an adjacent warehouse burns. These 


are emergency vehicles, not traffic. (Photo by Charles Bassano, 
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NJDOT cleans up mess at 


Governor James E. McGreevey was on 
the scene. Commissioner Jamie Fox was on 
the scene. And, NJDOT’s North and South 
Traffic Operations, Bridge Maintenance 
Engineering and Maintenance crews were 
on the scene. 

They were at the Holland Tunnel in 
response to a life-threatening fire and the 
subsequent closing of one of the most 
important commuter conduits in the New 
Jersey-New York area. 

Jersey City firefighters initially thought 
the blaze would last 20 minutes. That 
changed when sudden 20- to 30-foot flames 
engulfed the Mecca Company Warehouse 
adjacent to the Holland Tunnel’s New 
Jersey entrance. 

The fire smoldered for days. This 
caused the structure to widen and crack, 
threatening a collapse of a 100-year-old 
building on the Holland Tunnel’s 
New Commis 

Breaking issues did not ame for 
Commissioner Jamie Fox to acclimate to 
his NJDOT and NJ TRANSIT duties. 

After Willowbrook Mall reclaimed 
commuter parking spaces, he negotiated 
alternative parking in Wayne. 

Fox was at the scene of the four-day 
smoldering warehouse fire at the entrance 
to the Holland Tunnel on March 25 with 
Jersey City Mayor Glenn Cunningham. He 
offered state resources to reopen the tunnel 
and to get traffic moving. 
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jand Tunnel 
ventilation system. Hes alarm seta at 
11:47 a.m. Eastbound traffic into the tunnel 
was shut down shortly after noon on 
March 22. 

As 14 trucks manned with Jersey City 
firefighters continuously fought the blaze, 
traffic into and around the area had to 
be diverted. The New Jersey Turnpike 
approach to the Holland Tunnel via the Bay 
Extension was closed. There were delays 
at the exits for the Lincoln Tunnel to 
Manhattan and the Goethels and Verrazzano 
bridges to Staten Island. Routes 1 & 9 
and Route 139, which lead directly to the 
tunnel, were also closed. 

Commissioner Jamie Fox, Deputy 
Commissioner Jack Lettiere and Region 
North Executive Director for Operations 
Chet Lyszczek assessed the situation with 
Jersey City Mayor Glenn Cunningham 
Continued on page 2 
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As a nae NI TRANSIT allowed 
commuters who normally use the tunnel 
to use their passes on the Hudson-Bergen 
Light Rail system, with free parking at the 
West Side Station in Jersey City. 

The Governor charged Fox in his first 
weeks to elevate New Jersey’s quality of 
life as a member of the newly established 
Smart Growth Policy Council comprised of 
Cabinet members and senior administration 
officials “to rebuild our towns, reduce 

Continued on back page 


He directed the 
Capital Program, 
coordinated the 
highway authorities, 
was liaison to the 
congressional 
delegation and 
managed activities in 
New Jersey’s 
intermodal corridor. 
Lettiere is a 
member of the 
Shuffler national work group 
that is developing the framework for the 
reauthorization of the federal transportation 


~~ act; he has developed new funding concepts 
for multi-modal projects. 


The new Deputy has also instituted 


~ numerous innovative financing techniques 


for complex transportation projects and 


- chairs the nationally recognized Local 


Bridge Initiative Group. 
Lettiere holds a bachelor’ s degree in 
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industrial engineering from the Geneial 
Motors Institute of Technology and a 
Masters of Business Administration from 
Rider University. 


Eric Shuffler, Chief of Staff 

Commissioner Fox has selected Eric 
Shuffler as his Chief of Staff in charge of 
forging major policy strategies. 

Shuffler spent the last ten years in 
Washington, D.C., most recently as Chief of 
Staff to U.S. Senator Robert G. Torricelli. 

He is a graduate of the University of 


Michigan and the Columbus School of Law| 


at Catholic University in Washington, D.C. 


Cristina “Tina” Lado, 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

Tina Lado manages day-to-day office 
operations for Commissioner Fox including 
scheduling and coordinating 
communications with NJDOT managers, 
legislators and local officials. 
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and made decisions about commuter 
alternatives. 

NJDOT Traffic Operations and 
Maintenance crews coordinated their 
actions with the New Jersey State Police, 
the Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey, Transcom and the Jersey City Police 
and Fire Departments. 

Traffic Operations North and South 
coordinated to provide information about 
the regional impacts of a full closure. 

From Friday, March 22 through Saturday, 
March 30 NJDOT prepared and transmitted 
Highway Advisory Radio (HAR) messages 
for the I-80 and Route 1 HAR stations to 
alert motorists about the tunnel closing and 
changes in traffic patterns. 

Traffic Operations South assisted Traffic 
Operations North by broadcasting a 
message with Holland Tunnel information 
on the Route 1 HAR in Trenton and by 
placing an advisory message on the Route 1 
VMS in the Trenton area. 

Traffic Operations North Manager Mike 
Pilsbury coordinated NJDOT mitigation 
efforts from onsite at the tunnel toll 
concourse. Traffic Operations North opened 
at 8 p.m. on March 24 and remained open 
until 4 a.m. March 25. 

John Doherty and Stan Paukstis of 
North Region Dispatch Unit provided 
the communications link between field 
personnel, the media, and officials in 
Trenton. 


Traffic Operations North employees 
working on this situation were Tim 
Bourne, Ella Brown, Peg Farley, John 
Friel, John Gahwyler, Rod Gilmore, 
Fred Seaman, Jeff Spicka, Jack 
Sternkowski, Tim Stewart and Malelia 
Wallace. Traffic Operations South 
employees included Joe Daily, Maged 
Gabriel and Kelvin Dickens. 

In addition to providing HAR, these 
employees put up VMS on Routes 1, 4, 9, 
17, 46, I-80, I-280 and I-287 as conditions 
changed at the tunnel. For example, when 
three lanes of the tunnel opened, commuters 
had to know that only E-ZPass users were 
permitted to drive through the tunnel. 

Maintenance Crews 219, 222, 226 
and 238 provided safety for closures 
from midday on March 22 through 
Monday evening on March 25. Employees 
dispatched to this detail included Jose 
Arroyo, Willie Bell, James Benthall, 
Dwayne Brown, Michael Clark, Al 
Dabal, Anthony Estrada, Mike Graham, 
Joe Hilberg, Rochelle Hinton, Steve 
Jarosz, Foud Kilmat, Charles LaBoone, 
Richard Llewellyn, Dave Lortz, Anthony 
Mauolo, Major Mitchell, Gerald Moore, 
Jose Pereira, Jorge Perroni, Fred Potts, 
Luis Rivera, William Rollack, Alvin 
Ruth, Duane Smith, William Smith, and 
Sean Starkey. 

Bridge Maintenance Engineering 
employees Charles Bassano, Ahmad 
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Ghorbini and John Rainiero were at the 
site to facilitate the cleanup of the site. 
NJDOT also had a representative round the 
clock on location. 

When the state highways reopened 
on Monday morning, Traffic Operations 
transmitted the information made available 
by Port Authority to the motoring public 
by VMS and HAR. 


Retirees 


: "Project Engineer in the Bureau 

I of Technical Analysis, Gordon 

Rusch began his career as 

an Assistant Engineer in the 

_ Planning Unit of the New 

_ Jersey Highway Department 
_ before the State Legislature 
_ dubbed it the New Jersey 

_ Department of © 

_ Transportation in 1966. Now, 

after 37 years, friends and — 

: family helped Rusch celebrate 
_ his new career at his retirement 

_ dinner at Michael’s Restaurant 

ot Morrisvile, PA on April 12. 

_ Rusch’s future “work” includes 


Rusch has new plans 


Rusch _ 


ph ey, oe parcening, 


fishing, restoring a vintage car and 
spending more time with his wife, 
three daughters, his son and six 
grandchildren. 

Other retirees are listed below. 
March 2002 

Principal Engineer 

| Transportation Thaddeus 

| Jacoviak after 21 years; and 
Robert Davis, Truck Driver 
// Single Axle after 14 years. 


April 2002 
Richard Stella, after 43 years, 
Manager 3 DMV; David Rizzuto, 
after 30 years, Principal Engineer 
Transportation. 


arji and Loughery achieve academic excellence 


Central Region 
tees off! 


The First Tee Time is 
9 a.m. at Central 
Region’s Sixth 
Annual Golf 
Tournament on 
June 4. Held at the 
Cream Ridge Golf Club, 
the 2002 Central Region 
Champion and players with 
the longest drive and closest 
to the pin will each receive 
a trophy at the buffet lunch 
following the round. 
Contact John Shikoluk 
at Central Region 
Construction, 
(732) 308-4076, for more 
information about the tournament. 


Two South Region employees, Vijesh Darji and Jeannine 
ughery, have scored high academically. 

Principal Engineer Transportation Vijesh Darji of Local 
ernment Services, recently received his Professional 
Engineer license from the NJ State Board of Professional 
ineers and Land Surveyors. Darji is also a Professional 
eer in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Regional Operations South Buyer Jeannine Loughery was 
ntly inducted into Phi Theta Kappa at Gloucester County 

_ Community College for maintaining a 4.0 grade point average 

| (GPA). The college also honored the business management 
najor at the “President’s List” reception. 

“Ym pretty proud of my GPA, but I especially want my two 
-— one is in middle school and one is in grade school — 


to see what happens when you apply yourself,” said Loughery. 
“T really like the feeling of accomplishment after I succeed in 
a course, but I sometimes become overwhelmed with all of the 
work. It’s a lot.” 

A fan of online courses, the 20-year NJDOT veteran has 
taken courses every semester — including the summer accelerated 
courses — for two years. 

“Tt’s hard because I start my school work after my youngest is 
in bed, usually after 9 p.m. But I have to do it because eventually 
I want to transfer to Rutgers or Rowan,” she said. 

And what does she do in her spare time? 

“T like to go to my sons’ baseball and soccer games and to go 
to dinner at the shore, but there’s very little time to do anything 
extra,’ Loughery said. 


NJDOT charity campaign nets $121,000 


Director of the Division of Design 
Services Dick Dunne thanked all NJDOT 
employees — at Headquarters, in the 
Regions and at Motor Vehicle Services — 
for their generosity in the recent Employee 
Charitable Campaign. The Campaign, 
which ran from November 2001 to 
January 3, 2002, netted $121,000. 

“Once again, our employees have 
pulled through and shown their spirit and 


generosity at a time when it was truly 
needed,’ said Dunne. “I want to thank the 
Account Executives, the Unit Canvassers 
and the employees who donated to make 
this campaign the most successful ever.” 

The Account Executives on the team 
included Susan Belko, Charles Miller, 
Janet Morris, Erin Nelson, Carla Ortiz, 
Cynthia Vitella and Marybeth 
Whittaker. 


New arrival 


Principal Engineer AliReza 
Emami of Capital Program 


Management and his wife Maryam 
welcomed daughter Armina on 
March 16. Their first child weighed 
in at 5 pounds, 15 ounces. 
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congestion and preserve open space.” 

This month Fox presented a “‘well- 
reasoned, affordable Capital Program that 
meets the Governor’s goals . . . that 
translates into necessary state and federal 
funding for highways, bridges, rail and bus 
improvements, local transportation needs, 
airports, congestion relief, and bicycle and 
pedestrian projects.” 

The $2.5 billion program includes Smart 
Growth for evaluating which projects to 
fund, such as urban redevelopment efforts 
in Camden, Elizabeth and other New Jersey 
cities; Fix it First for system preservation, 
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such as $3 million a year for a new 
Interstate Pavement Preservation Program 
to extend our Interstate system and to 
provide $290 million for bridge repair; to 
provide $130 million for bi-level rail cars 
and funds for commuting, upgrading and 
maintaining rail, light rail, and new buses; 
and to provide $260 million for local road 
and bridge improvements and bike and 
pedestrian projects. 

“Our citizens deserve a transportation 
system that works ...” said McGreevey, 
“’.. and with Jamie’s leadership, we’ll do 
what it takes to make transportation work 
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in New Jersey.” 

The Commissioner said that his priorities 
are to foster closer relationships with 
communities, to help make NJ TRANSIT and 
Motor Vehicles Services more efficient and 
accountable to their customers and to ensure 
New Jersey’s fair share of transportation 
funding from Washington, D.C. 

For example, the FY2003 proposed 
program includes $862 million from the 
Federal Highway Administration, $423 
million from the Federal Transit 
Administration and $22 million from the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 


Bridging the gap: 
East & West 


The Association of Asian’ 
Americans will present the annual 
Asian American Heritage Month 
celebration at Headquarters in th 
Multipurpose Room from noon to 
3 p.m. on May 17, and at MVS in 
the 8th Floor Conference Room fr 
noon to > p.m. on bes 24. For more 


